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Greetings in Chgisbm Braak

Since the earthquakeJanuary, whikeying to maintain ongoing pro-
grams, we also took on assisting those affected by the quake.
with taking supplies to the damaged areas then moved on to helg
refugees who migrated to Verrettes. Many got a free bus ride froj
capital with no idea where they were going, assuming that there
be largescale aid in the countryside. That aid was never realized N
stepped up, providing jobs, housing, food, assisting with medical | .

penses, and financing small business development.

The clean up of Haiti will take many years, and reconstruction ha
yet begun on a noticeable level. Unfortunately over one and a h
lion people live in tent camps under terrible conditions, and the c:
continue to be constructed outside the cities. However, we are d
what we can W|th the help of volunteers and employees. Debbie
T . 7| formed a group from
. | Cadillac, MI that S
came down and wag 8\ &
able to build the walll Refugee woman and her sick son. With your
of a home for two help, FIAI provided food and housing, paid|the
refugee families in a medical bills, and got her started in a smal
week and help with business. She is now completelysséficient!

tree distribution. You
can read more about their trip inside the newsletter.

| we want to build our main bésekome, office, gardens, etc.
Our home has major cracks from the quake, including in the
flat concrete roof, and we want to build a home this winter.

FIAI recently distributed fruit trees to 50 local school o
principals and 150 teachers. We explained the impo*%h@éjt Hauti. _
of the environment and trees and how to care for them. Blessings, Tom

Please Help...
You may use the enclosed envelope, and make your check payable to:
Faith in Action International, P.O. Box 171, Spring Lake, Michigan 49456
This is a nosenominational, neprofit organization formed for charitable purposes as defined within
Section 501(c )(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Thank you for your generous
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Haiti Relief

Refugees filling seed bags at our tree nursery in Verrettes. O
7,000 trees were distributed this year.

The question | get asked the most now by non
Haitians is OHow are thi
Unfortunately, progress is slow, and it still looks as if
a bomb was dropped. Some experts estimate that
there are over 20 million cubic yards of rubble to
remove. Time Magazine reports that it could take
1,000 dump trucks working seven days a week, three
years to remove all the rubble.

Eight months after the quake, the UN estimates that
over 1.5 million live in camps and that as many as
60,000 people moved out to our valley in just the
first two months after the quake. Local schools in-
creased by over 1,000 students, with some classes
being held in tents. The rainy season has begun and
rains are stronger and more frequent than in the
M5&st few years.

Our area of focus continues to be to help the refugees

in the Verrettes area as we cannot help in PAP because we do not have the contacts, skills, or resources ne
for such an enormous job. What we can do, and have been doing, is helping out those affected families that

left their community and moved to ours. Whether

providing work to family members, listening t
their stories to help them work through it, proyid-
ing food, praying with them, or just distracting the
youth through games and movies, all of it is very
important and time consuming.

The watershed for the Verrettes spring was ohce
forested but is now barren. The quantity of water
has diminished as a result. We put refugees
work doing soil conservation and planting treg¢s.

We have provided funds for thirty refugee fanjilies
to start up their own small businesses. A few days
ago a woman who we helped stopped by to thank
us. She is traveling around the valley buying pro-
duce in one area and reselling it in another, and

she says she is doing great now. She and he
daughter were also provided a room to live in

Soil conservatiod 15 acres of the Verrettes spring watershed being|ter-
raced, fenced in, and planted with trees. All the work is being done| by

FIAI (We pald the rent for one year). Her stor Earthquake refugees from PauPrince

similar to many others that we have helped thrs
year.
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